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Hashida Kunihiko’s Concept of “Medicine” and
Omodaka Hisayuki’s “Philosophy of Medicine™:
A Preliminary Study of the History of Medical Ethics
Education in the Early Showa Era of Japan

Keiko KATSUI

Department of Biomedical Ethics, Graduate School of Medicine, the University of Tokyo
Department of Anatomy and Life Structure, Graduate School of Medicine, Juntendo University

This paper examines Hashida Kunihiko’s (physiologist; 1882—1945) concept of “Medicine” and his
medical ethics education (Chapter #1) and Omodaka Hisayuki’s (philosopher; 1904-1995) “Philosophy
of Medicine” and his medical ethics lecture “Introduction to Medicine” at the School of Medicine, Osaka
University (Chapter #2) as a preliminary study of the history of medical ethics education in the early
Showa era of Japan.

Both Hashida and Omodaka developed their medical thoughts, which are composed of “I-GAKU &
7, “I-JUTSU BEAfi”, and “I-DOU BE38”, to argue that medical professionals should always have a
strong awareness based on self-reflection from actual medical practice. Also, they suggested that not only
medical professionals but also patients must value the idea of “I-DOU &3i&”. In addition, they believed
that medical professionals should have holistic and comprehensive perspectives to understand “life” as
an intricate vital phenomena.

Focusing on Hashida Kunihiko’s concept of “Medicine” and Omodaka Hisayuki’s “Philosophy of
Medicine” enables us to consider two historical changes; one is a philosophical change (from “Philoso-
phy of Life” to “Philosophy of Medicine”), and the other is an educational change (from “imitation” to
“learning”).

Therefore, this study provides new insight into the history of medical ethics education in Japan.

Key words: Hashida Kunihiko, thought of “medicine”, Omodaka Hisayuki, philosophy of medicine,
history of medical ethics education in Japan



